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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


The Shekel is a journal for Judaica collectors. But what qualifies as 
Judaica? There are several different attributes, and different 
strengths of those attributes. 


Issuer: Any item issued by a Jew or Jewish authority can qualify as 
Judaica. Probably the strongest would be a Jewish government, 
especially a state such as Israel or ancient Judea. Then there are 
items created by local Jewish authorities like charity tokens and 
halukka scrip issued by Israeli yeshivas. Any medal or token issued 


bya Jewish organization or a person who is an active member of a 


Jewish community would also count, but not as much as a 
government. We have items that were issued by people of Jewish 
background but it is not known if they were observant or 
considered themselves Jews. Lastly, some issuers have a possible 
Jewish background but were not active participants of a Jewish 
community. We've published articles in the past on members of 
that last group such as Christopher Columbus, Alexander 
Hamilton, and even Abraham Lincoln. 


Subject Matter: An item that portrays a Jewish person, place, or 
thing can be considered Judaica, even if the issuer is not Jewish. 
Coins or medals portraying Binstein or King David are Judaica, 

n when issued by Christians. A medal commemorating Israel’s 
independence anniversary, or someone becoming bat mitzvah, 
would count. But then we get into more questionable areas, such 
as the use of Hebrew, which shows a clear Jewish influenc: 
However, Christians have issued many coins and medals with 
either the Tetragrammaton, or three yu in a triangle symbolizing, 


e 
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their trinity; and King Henry VIL’s coronation medal included 
Hebrew inscriptions, despite the fact that England had expelled 
their Jews two centuries earlier. 


Purpose: Items issued for a Jewish purpose count, though this is a 
limited field. Israel has issued coins and tokens for pidyon haben and 
payment of the Purim tax (based on the ancient ‘Temple Tax). But 
De Vere also issued pidyon haben tokens but they’re not Jewish (if 
this was commissioned by a Jewish authority, they don’t identify 
it). 

Geography: Any item issued in the Holy Land can qualify as 
Judaica, as shown by catalogs of Greek and Roman coins issued 
for pagans in Judean cities. Some have Jewish design elements, like 
the Umayyad fals with a menorah or the Hebrew inscriptions on 
Palestine Currency Board issue! 


Jewish Use: There are a few items issued by gentiles for use by 
Jews, such as shekels of Tyre for the Temple tax or Primienschein 
issued by the Nazis for use in slave labor camps, and one can argue 
the Theresienstadt ghetto currency was really issued by the Nazis 
and only used the name of the Jewish community. 


Items combining multiple elements would be even stronger 
examples of Judaica. The Shekel has published articles on all these 
items and even more. I hope you enjoy reading this issue which 
features articles on Judaica from many of these categories! 
Additionally, everyone who signed up for a printed Shekel 
membership is receiving a special pin—as promised. 


Happy collecting! 


Simcha Kuritzky 


REFLECTIONS ON COLLECTING ISRAELI AND. 
JEWISH NUMISMATI FOR 50 YEARS, PART II 


by Aaron Oppenheim 


Preparing Exhibits for Coin Conventions 


‘The highlight of the hobby for a youngster like me was preparing 
exhibitions for coin conventions. | remember attending the 1967 
Greater New York Coin Convention which AINA sponsored. It 
was a busy scene, with thousands of attendees and several 
hundreds of exhibit cases. It was an opportunity to showcase one’s 
personal collection or present an educational display on the subject 
of their choosing, My grandfather, Maurice Frankenhuis, curated 
ar, and he included me in many ways to cultiv 


Grand Centeal Coin Convention exhibit area 1967 
Mausice Frankenhuis and me (Aaron Oppenheim) in center. 
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My grandfather would assemble his own exhibit around the 
lessons to be learned from the European Holocaust. The 
centerpiece of his exhibit was the medal he commissioned and 
several cases of dozens of Third Reich medals, which evoked quite 
an interest from the public. While some people hesitate to handle 
Nazi-related material, Maurice Prankenhuis maintained that 
numismatic artifacts were an important testimony to the evils of 
the Nazi movement and its leader. 


‘These exhibits were especially important during the 1960s since 
there was very little discussion about the Holocaust. At the time, 
people did not want to confront the raw memories of the war. 
However, my grandfather made it his life’s mission to educate and 
engage visitors with his display and speak about his experiences. 
He taught that it was an obligation for everyone to speak up 
against social injustice when any minority is persecuted. In 
particular, he wanted to prevent a repeat of the horrors that the 
Jewish people suffered. 


Trom gh) in conversation wits vktor Mews xii 
ithe Grand Cental Coin Convention st the MeAlpin olin New York 1968, A 
left isa uperty he had made ofthe Prarkenbus Clleeion “Tebut tothe 
Nin Medal 


Maurice Frankenhuis ( 
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Most likely my grandfather’s passion for collecting medals of the 
two World Wars inspired me to collect coins and medals related to 
the State of Israel and the history of the Jewish People. 


Israel had been involved in military conflict three times in less than 
twenty years: the 1948 War of Independence, the 1956 Sinai 
Campaign, and the 1967 Six Day War. (The 1973 Yom Kippur 
War, the 1982 Lebanon War, and other conflicts were to 

follow). The Israeli coin market back then was very active, and 
collectors around the world bought coins and medals in support of 
Israel. Especially after the miraculous Six Day War of 1967, there 
was great enthusiasm over Israel’s victory against the aggression of 
its Arab neighboring countries. 


My exhibit featured modern commemorative issues produced by 
the Israel Government Coins & Medals Corporation and private 
medals from mints around the world. The exhibit traced Jewish 
coinage all the way back to ancient times under Roman rule, and 
was mentioned in the New York ‘Times. 
advertisement in a weekly newspaper. 


2 0 p.m. H 
‘SUNDA’ 4pm 
ADMISSION FREE not be present on the Sabbath | 


Advertisement of exhibit in the Alfbaa. 
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A Numismatic Treat 


My grandfather helped me in assembling an award-winning exhibit, 
which included the Terra Sancta medal in 59mm gold, an Israeli 
medal that was hitherto not available to be viewed by the public. 


‘The IGCMC issued the Terra Sancta medal in 1964, in honor of 
Pope Paul VI’s visit to Jerusalem—the first Papal visit to the Holy 
Land. The medal was available for sale to the public in bronze, 
silver and gold. In addition to the 35mm gold medal, a special 
production of just 4 medals in 59mm gold were made for 
presentation purposes. 


My grandfather researched the recipients of this rare issue. In 
addition to the Pope, a medal was given to New York’s Mayor 
John Lindsay, and Archbishop of New York, Cardinal Francis 
Spellman. 


With some help, I composed and typed a letter requesting to 
borrow the medal for the weekend convention so it could be 
included in my exhibit. 


A response from the office of Mayor Lindsay came back that read: 
“The medal is the property of the City of New York, and cannot 
be borrowed by anyone.” 


Continued 
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So, I typed a similar letter to the Archbishop of New York, and 
this time the response was positivel 


Official Israel Government “Terra Sancta” medal 1964. Just 4 medals were struck in 
50mm gold for presentation, on the oceasion of Pope V's visit to the Holy Land, 


i? 


Inventory Tag from Cardinal Spellman rare 59mm Gold Terra Sancta Medal, 
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> ‘AARON CLAUDE OFPEED = 
, Numismatiee t 
| 66 overlook Terrace 

Now York, RY. 10040 


’ September 7, 1967 


tls Eatnence 
Cardinal Spelinan 
New York City 


Dear Cardinal Spellaan: 


Tam Rounde Oppenhetm and I'm having an exhibieton of an Leraelt coin 
collection, which my grandfather gave to me. He also gave me other coins 
‘and medals. fe told we chat you have a very big collection af coina and 
Bedale and chat you gave then avay for a geod cause, which was very mice 
of you. 


My grandfather has been a collactor all his Life, especially during World 
War T ani Worlé War II. Those collections he haa given to a museum in 
Israel. He hat awedai made this yest and Le 1s called "A Tribute to the 
Guiilion,” because the Gemane killed @ million Jevs in the last war. He 
HILL surely Like to give you a'mecal, 1f you would like ro have one. 


In Novenber chexe will be @ Coin Convention in the Sherston Hotel in Naw 
York and ve will have s display there and mine will be called the 
‘Agron Claude Oppenhein Collection. 


My grandfather showed me a newspaper of August 4, 1966, Tt saya thet you 


Visited the Presisent of Israel at the Plaza Hotel, and that he was very 
honared that you cane fo aee him, He gave you a present which contains & 
ssodal which camongeates Zope Paul's visit to Israel, It 1s called Texte 


Sancta which means Holy Land. On che other side of the moval it 
"Love Thy Neighbor At Tyeclé.” 1 have a pleture of this nedal, and it 19 
Dbemutiful. Tevis gold. 


exhibition. Twill be vary careful to seo that it does not get lost. 
The convention will take place on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, T will 
‘ot be there on Saturday, but I will atk other people to watch Lt, The 
‘coins cannot be touched because they are all put in glass cases, Also 
Lvill have t¢ insured, as T do with my own pisces, 


T do not heve this model, and T would Like co borray 4¢ from you for the 


\ Iam 8 years old, 1 send you a cutting fron the "Coin World” in which 
fevfe said that ia a collector, 


Please, Caréinal Spellman, thisk {t over about the Terra Sencta Medal, 
fani my’ grandfather takes care of everything for me. He tight pick up 
the Sedal if you will do se a favor snd I may come along with him, 


4 Sincerely yours, 


wan Cbke — Guewheuin 
Letter requesting rare gold Terra Sancta Medal 59mm of164 presented to Cardinal 
Francis Spellman, Archbishop of New York, for an exhibit at the Grand Central Coin 
Convention in New York, 1967 
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‘The Aaron C. Oppenheim Collection 


My collection started with select items given to me by my 
grandfather, Maurice Frankenhuis, who was dedicated to fostering 
within me a continuation of his passion for learning about history 
through the medium of numismatics. | collected modern Israel 
coins and medals, working backwards to include monies that were 
in circulation in the Holy Land, all the way back to ancient times. 1 
augmented the coin collection with medals of Jewish interest to 
commemorate persons and events throughout the millennia in the 
diaspora, The pride and confidence instilled in me from my 
grandfather at such an early age has enriched my appreciation 
about the survival of the Jewish people and provided me with 
maximum enjoyment, and no doubt, to my grandfather, too! 


Gift of six silver medals in holder and framed for hanging which eaptures the 
iconic personalities that contributed to the creation of the State of Iseael. Tiled 
“Israel's Fight for Freedom,” the medals include Ben Gurion, Herzl, Weizmann, 

Anne Frank, Jabotinsky, and a medal with the word Peace in various languages. Struck 

in Holland during the 1960s, this set marks the easliest medallic conteibution since the 

founding of the State 


ia Continued 
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Aaron Oppenheim stands tall as he displays his exhibit award in 1968, Behind is the 
Frankenhuis Collection “Tribute to the Six Million Martyrs’ Medal ‘Tapestry flanked by 


galvanos, 
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SCARCE DOUBLE-STRUCK PRUTAH IS A GOOD 
BUY 


by Thomas Cohn 
Courtesy of Coin World 


‘The first large coin show I attended was the Raleigh Money Ex 
on June 7, 2019. I wasn’t even sure I’d get to go since my wife was 
due to give birth to our first child the next day. Despite being nine 
months pregnant, she joined me at the show and waddled around 
the bourse floor. Thankfully, we didn’t end up having a “bourse 


floor baby” — our son wasn’t born until four days later. 


‘This show is memorable for another reason: | finally picked up a 
coin that had long been on my want list — a Judaean prutah from 
the second year (spanning parts of C.E. 67 and 68) of the First 
Jewish-Roman War (which lasted from 66 into 73). The obverse 
depicts an amphora (jug), and the reverse depicts a grape leaf. The 
amphora is of a Jewish style and likely represents a vessel used to 
hold wine for libations in the Jerusalem Temple. The legends, 
which are written in ancient Hebrew script, translate to “Year Two 
[of the] Freedom of Zion.” 
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Shown for reference isa regular prutah from the second year ofthe First Jewish- 
Roman War. This example was struck only once. Images courtesy of Heritage 
Auctions. 
On the recommendation of a friendly ancient coin dealer, I visited 
a second dealer’s nearby table. This dealer only had one Judaean 
coin in his inventory—the prutah on my want list. 


‘The second he handed it to me, I knew I was going to buy it. It 
was obviously double struck, but not attributed as such. The coin 
had rotated about 180 degrees and shifted laterally between strikes, 
causing the left side of the obverse to have two tings of lettering, It 
had nice surfaces and nearly complete devices and legends, when 
details from both strikes were combined. It was priced at $125, a 
reasonable price for a non-double struck example. I thought the 
minting error was spectacular, and my gut said it was worth at least 
$200, | offered $100, and the dealer agreed. I don’t think ’'ve ever 
pulled $100 out of my wallet so fast! 
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Double struck peutah, Images by Thomas Coha. 


After returning home, I checked my copy of Guide to Biblical 
Coins 5th edition, by David Hendin, an expert in the field of 
Judean coins. The double-struck variety was listed as H-1360d. 1 
discovered that the plate coin from Hendin’s book sold at auction 
in November 2017 for $1,260 + 7.5% commission by 
Coins, Oddly, the Fontanille website also shows the maximum bid 
the winner had placed, which was $1,776. My coin looked to be at 
least on par with this example. The auction description stated, 
“Only 3 double struck prutot of the Jewish War are known to 
date.” Did I discover the fourth? 


ntanille 


I was excited but skeptical, so I sent an email to David Hendin, He 
wrote back, “Nice coin. These are scarce, but I'd guess that I’ve 
handled or seen at least 50 of them over the y 


Scarce because 


quality control was stepped up during the Jewish War, but not rare 
in my opinion,” Considering the enormous quantity of ancient 
Judaean coins that he has seen and handled, 50 is quite a small 
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population, David also said that he intended to use my coin as the 
plate coin in his upcoming sixth edition of Guide to Biblical Coins. 
He ended his email by saying, “Don’t be tempted to clean the coin, 
it is a beauty.” 


When I received my copy of the sixth edition in February 2022, I 
flipped to the plates in the back, and there it was. My coin is now 
the plate coin! The numbering system was updated, and this coin is 
cataloged as H-6389d. 


1 found two additional auction records of double-struck prutahs 
from the Jewish war. In 2015, a flipped-over double-struck prutah 
sold for $1,056, and in 2020, a less impressive double-struck 
example sold for $320. Though my coin has the potential to realize 
upwards of $1,000 at auction, it is a highlight of my collection, and 
I have no intention of selling it. It always pays to double check if 
your coin is double struck! 


‘The coin rotated about 180 degrees and shifted laterally between 
strikes. The right side of the lid and the right handle of the 
amphora from the first strike can be seen between the two rows of 
lettering, m 


Copyright 2022 by Amos Media Company, reprinted from Coin World with permission 
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MOBSTER MEYER LANSKY’S WWII MEDAL OF 
FREEDOM TO GO UNDER THE HAMMER 


Courtesy of The Times of Israel 
A Medal of Freedom awarded to a notorious mobster by then-US 


President Harry S. Truman is set to go under the hammer in 
California. 


‘The honor—a forerunner to the prestigious Presidential Medal of 
Freedom—was bestowed by Truman on Meyer “The Little Man” 
Lansky in a secret 1945 ceremony. Meyer was a leader of the 
National Crime Syndicate, a confederation of organized crime 
groups that was responsible for hundreds of murders in the 1930s 
and 1940s. 


Meyer Lansky, reputed king of American gambling, takes a break outside the High 
Court of Israel where he was appealing for permission to stay in the Jewish state as an 
immigrant, March 1972. Images courtesy of the Associated Press. 


It was for his role in “Operation Husky” during World War II that 
Lanksy and his fellow gangster Charles “Lucky” Luciano were 
awarded one of the highest civilian honors in the United States. 
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‘The two mobsters passed information and contacts to Allied 
Forces during the 1943 invasion of Sicily, connecting advancing 
soldiers with high-ranking members of the Sicilian Mafia. 


Calogero Vizzini, a Sicilian Mafia boss, helped lead the invading 
Allies through a difficult mountain pass, as well as provided maps 
that were key to the defeat in Sicily of Fascist Italy and Nazi 
Germany. 


‘The medal, which is expected to fetch up to $60,000, is among a 
raft of mob memorabilia coming up for auction. 


Personal items owned by Ben “Bugsy” Siegel are also on the block. 


Both Lansky and Siegel were Jewish. Lansky attempted to 
immigrate to Israel in the early 1970s to escape US prosecution, 
but was denied citizenship due to his criminal history. m 


Items on display on June 13, 2022, in 
Beverly Hills, California, at a preview 
‘of Julien’s Auctions ‘The Mob: A. 
History of Organized Crime’s Most 
Notorious Artifacts’ include the Medal 
‘of Freedom awarded to Meyer Lansky 
for his involvement and assistance 
during World War 11 helping in 
“Operation Husky,’ in a 1945 secret 
ceremony by then-US President Harry 
S, Truman, estimated between 
'$40,000-$60,000. Images courtesy of 
Frederic J. Brown /AFP. 


THE MONIES OF AUSCHWITZ. 
by Steve and Ray Feller 


Auschwitz, a name that will be forever linked to the worst of 
human suffering, is located in Western Poland in the region 
annexed by Germany after the annihilation of Poland in 1939. 
Located near the Polish town of Oswigcim, Auschwitz-Birkenau 
became the prototypical death camp of the SS. The camp was 
opened in 1940 and liberated by the Soviet Army on 26 January, 
1945, Estimates vary as to the extent of the slaughter, but center 
around 1,000,000 people. 


Auschwitz is best known for death—a fair asses 


ment, given that 
85 percent of inmates died there. However, not everyone was 
killed immediately upon arrival. There was an active and expansive 
slave labor force in Auschwitz. There was also camp scrip, known 
as Priimienschein. It is worth noting that it was not used across all 
populations, so there are many survivors who had no interaction 
with it 


One survivor, Viktor Frankl, became a famous Jewish psychiatrist. 
He wrote about his experiences in Auschwitz in his book Man's 
Search for Meaning. In it, he described the earning and use of the 
camp scrip known as Primienschein: 


At one time, my job was to dig a tunnel, without help, for a water main under 
a road. This feat did not go unrewarded; just before Christmas 1944, I was 
presented with a gift of so-called “premium coupons.” These mere issued by the 
construction firm to which we were practically sold as slaves: the firm paid the 
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camp authorities a fisced price per day, per prisoner. The coupons cost the firm 
fifo pennig each and could be excchanged for six: cigarettes, often weeks later, 
although they sometimes lost their validity. I became the prond owner of a 
token worth twelve cigarettes. But more important, the cigarettes could be 
exchanged for twelve soups, and twelve soups were offen a very real respite from 
starvation. 


The privilege of actually smoking cigarettes was reserved for the Capo, who had 
his assured quota of weekly coupons; or possibly for a prisoner who worked as 
a foreman in a warebouse or workshop and received a few cigarettes in 
exchange far daing dangerous jabs. The only exception to this were those who 
had lost the will to live and wanted to “enjay” their last days. Thus, when we 
saw a comrade smoking his own cigarettes, we knew he bad given up faith in 
bis strength to carry on, and, once last, the will to live seldom returned 
(Prankl, 1984). 


Pramienschein Notes 


At least three types of the Primienschein notes from Auschwitz 
are known. These were coupons that were issued as “premium 
favors” under the regulations of May 15, 1943 (see Silent Witnesses 
by Ray and Steve Feller). The notes have plain backs, and some 
have various overstamps, including Fravenlager Birkenan and 
Mannerlager Birkenan to denote female and male camps. Other 
stamps also appear, as well as what appear to be handwritten 
prisoner numbers. Besides the 1944 general issues of 
Priimienschein, a number of additional issues are known, as well. 


‘The notes have been catalogued in a few sources; they are listed 


here according to Ray Feller and Steve Feller, Silent Witnesses: 
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Cinilion Camp Money of World War I, (BNR Press, Port Clinton, 
Conn’ 7“ Catalog, numbers shown below are from this source. 


‘Type 1. The word PRAMIENSCHIEN is in an arch at the top of 
the notes. The denomination is denoted in a circle below. 
Underneath and to the right the text states, Der SS-Standortilteste 
Auschwitz, and is signed by the camp adjutant at the lower right. All 
the notes were made out of cardboard. The notes were counter- 
stamped by the Waffen-SS. 


‘Type 2. The words Priimienschein iiber (denomination) are printed along 
the top of the note. Hajilingsgeldvermaltung KL. Auschwitz is written 
under the denomination and to the right. The signature of the SS- 
Obersturmfiihrer is printed at the bottom right. The back of the 
notes come with various overstamps and what appear to be 
prisoner numbers. 


‘This Primienschein, 1 reichsmark, red with blue overstamp, 103 x 58, is catalogued as 
PO-119, and the back has a Walter Wagner averstamp. Courtesy of Chaslton E, 
Meyer, Jr 


‘Type 3. The words Priimienschein iiber (denomination) are printed along 
the top of the note. “Konzentrationslager Auschwitz” is written 
underneath. At the center of the note is a circle for a validation 
stamp. The notes come with two different diameter circles 
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designated small and large varieties. A printer’s number appears at 
the bottom left corner, starting with KL/100 on the 0.50-mark 
notes and KL/101 on the 1-mark notes. This number denotes the 
denomination. It is followed by a number representing the date 
and the total notes printed. In all cases, the date was August, 1944 
and the total number printed was 500,000. All of these notes were 
printed on cardboard. 


‘This Primienschein, 1 reichsmark, blue, 75 » 52, is catalogued as PO-121b, and the 


back has a Camp Birkenau overstamp. Courtesy of Steve Feller 


Other illustrations of Auschwitz scrip are also known, See, for 
example Das Geld des Terrors by Hans-Ludwig Grabows! 


Cigarette Ration Card 


Although common in ghettos, it was rare to find ration cards 
issued in concentration camps, However, an exception is the 
Raucherkarte, or smoker’s card, from Auschwitz. Dated 1944-45, it 
was marked for use in the Hiiftlingskantin I, or prisoner’s canteen 
I. There is a space for the prisoner's number and block. The card 
has twenty spaces numbered II, I, XII, and XI, and the numbers 
are listed in the table below. We hypothesize that the numbers 
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correspond to dates as follows: The Roman numerals are months, 
commencing with November, 1944, on the bottom row. The dates 
advance upwards on the card. Mostly, six-day blocks are indicated. 
Exceptions appear to be January 30 to February 5, 1945 and 
Pebruary 24 to February 28, 1945. The latter exception might 
indicate that the card ceased to be valid at the end of February, 
1945, The card reads: 


This smoker's card is catalogued as PO-135. 


‘This card is consistent with the 15 May, 1943 concentration camp 
regulations. 


Bonds for Blechhammer 


It is hard to believe that normal looking industrial bonds were 
issued for a notorious sub camp of Auschwitz. However, this was 
the case with Blechhamer, a subcamp of Auschwitz where Jewish 
slave labor created ersatz oil from coal. They issued a series of 
bonds, which are pictured here. 
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Blechhammer was established in April 1942 near Kozle, a town 19 
miles (30 km) west of Gliwice, Poland. Blechhammer was initially a 
labor camp. The original 350 prisoners built a synthetic gasoline 
plant for the Oberschiesische Hydriewerke (Upper Silesia 
Hydrogenation Works). The camp was populated primaril ied 
Jews from Upper Silesia. The population eventually grew to 5,500 
prisoners representing 15 different countries. They were housed in 
wooden barracks under appalling conditions. 


In July 1944, 400-500 men were transferred from Theresienstadt 
to Blechhammer. Blechhammer synthetic oil production began on 
April 1, 1944, Afterwards, the site became an official sub camp of 
the Auschwitz Concentration Camp. 


‘Two plants in the area, Blechhammer North (south of Slawigcice) 
and Blechhammer South (at Azoty), were nicknamed “Black 
Hammer” by Allied bomber aircrews. The Blechhammer plants 
used bituminous coal in the Belgius process to synthesize oil. In 
June 194, the US Army Air Force considered the camp one of the 
four “principal synthetic oil plants in Germany,” and afterwards 
the 15" Army Air Force Group dropped 7,082 tons of bombs on 
the oil refineries. 


In 1945, the prisoners were evacuated west as the Soviet army 
approached. One group went to Regensburg Concentration Camp 
and others went to Landshut. On January 25, other prisoners 
were forced to walk for five days to Bergen-Belsen. About 20% 
died on the way. Some small groups did manage to escape. 
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‘This Blechhammer bond is catalogued as PO-145b. 


‘The bonds shown were for investments in the synthetic oil plants. 
‘They are insidious reminders of the capital markets in Germany 
profiting off of $S-led Jewish labor. The bonds paid 4% profit 
from the Jewish slave labor. 


‘Thus far German industrial bonds are known from here in two 
denominations: 500 and 1000 RM. The bonds are part of an issue 
for 200,000,000 RM with 135,000 1000 RM and 130,000 500 RM 
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bonds. They were printed in Berlin by Giesecke and Devrient of 
Berlin and Leipsig. 


Provisions Coupon for the I.G. Farben Plant at Auschwitz 


‘There were at least 40 firms operating out of Auschwitz, Other 
industrial companies, some still active in Germany and around the 
world, used slave labor from Auschwitz. IG. Farben Plant was 
one of these companies. Below is shown a provisions coupon 
from this workplace. 


‘The LLG, Farben company 
Interessengemeinschaft Farbenindustrie AG. ‘This is translated as 
the “Dye Industry Syndicate Stock Corporation.” 
“Colors.” 1.G. Farben was formed as a conglomeration of several 
German chemical companies. After the war, the firm was broken 
up by the Allies. 


’s full name in German is 


‘arben means 


‘The company exploited the labor of 30,000 prisoners from 
Auschwitz alone. IG. Farben produced Zyklon B which was used 
in the gassing of millions of Jews and w: 
experiments” at Mauthausen. 


involved in “medical 


d the company at the end of the war in 1945 and 
put its directors on trial at Nuremberg, Twenty-three were tried for 
war crimes and 13 convicted. By 1951, all had been released. 
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Provisions Coupon for 1G. Farben plant at Auschwitz, Dated Apeil 6, 1943, 
Catalogued as PO-150, 


IG Farben plant at Auschwitz. Courtesy 


‘The provisions coupon speaks volumes about man’s inhumanity to 
man. The I.G. Farben example is illustrative of the Nazis’ extreme 
cruelty. Auschwitz prisoners were forced to manufacture the very 
Zyklon B that would be used to murder in Auschwitz itself, and 
this provisions card represents just one of the camp scrips that 
provided meager recompence for their inhumane labor. m 
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TRACING THEIR PAST: 
JEWISH-UKRAINIAN ARTIFACTS 


by Ita Rezak 


The Shekel editor’s recent article on Jewish Ukrainian currency and 
medals stimulated a review of similar material but extended to 
include more modest specimens either of Jewish provenance or 
with reference to Jewish activities in the various territories that 
comprise present-day Ukraine. 


‘The term “medal” is an omnium-gatherum encompassing such 
varied species as badges, pins, jetons, tokens, militaria and 
decorative items of all sorts, as well as those commemorativ 


large and small that, being round, are normally called medals. Many 
such items, whether of metal, plastic, celluloid or paper, are not 
unreasonably labelled ephemeral because their initial purpose was 
time-limited so that they were not expected to function or indeed 
to suryive for very long. 


Of course, from a collector's point of view, any or all of the above 
may be desirable even if others choose to regard them as 
insignificant “shmattes” to use the derogatory term occasionally 
heard in upper crust Judaica circles. Choice, however, is the 
privilege of the collector and significance is in the eyes of the 
beholder. It is noteworthy that current museum practice no longer 
scorns the past’s so-called ephemera; 
considered to be potentially useful historical documents often of 
equal importance to more classically valued fine art objects. 


uch as now survive are 
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‘That said, Ukraine provides a good example of why the 
consideration of the ephemeral is a corrective to narrower 
perspectives on regional history and values. Nations, lik 
collectors, tend to set boundaries, defining who or what doe 
does not fit in, Because of its geographic and consequently highly 
variable historical situation, Ukraine may indeed must be 


or 


considered within a particularly wide range of geo-political, 
religious and cultural categories. Austria, Hungary, Slovakia, 
ssia, Rumania and Ottoman Turkey, to say nothing of 
have all been a part of or, 


arabia and Crime: 


alternatively, masters of Ukrainian territory. Jews, Ashkenazi or 
Sefardi, Romaniote and Karaite, have long mingled with Muslim 
and Christian neighbors who were themselves divided into often 
conflicting groupings, all within the borders of present-d: 
Ukraine. Iris the Jewish presence in Ukraine that primarily 
interests The Shekels audience, so it is the array of Judaic ephemera, 
broadly conceived as pertaining to historical U 
the subject of this brief survey 


rainian lands that is 


Until the conquest of eastern Ukraine in the reign of Catherine the 
Great of Russia in the late 18 Century, and of western Ukraine by 
the Austrian emperor somewhat earlier, most of present-day 
Ukraine was an important part of the largest and most powerful 
kingdom in Eastern Europe, the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth for several hundred years. 


During that period, common coins were overstruck as tokens; one 
example, a small copper coin from the reign of Joan Casimir I in 
the mid 17 Century called a boratynka, has been repurposed as a 
Jewish token. A counterstamp on its reverse has the letters 9W 7¥ 
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which likely represent O"2V7 Ni7TY (charity for the poor) and 
either AUN AMY (value, a prutah) or AID AV'NY (slaughter of a 
cow). 


Counterstamped Boratynka Coin, (Ukraine) 17-18" century, copper. 


Another item, also probably from the 17" century, that was found 
in Uman is a Jewish pseudo-coin based on a talmudically proposed 
description of a fictitious coin ascribed to Joshua, the biblical 
prophet. 


Pseudo-coin of Joshua Ben-Nun, (Ukraine) 17 century. 
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A 20% century medal refers to a 17" century Cossack Hetman 
(chieftain), Bogdan Chmielnitsky, who is considered by non-Jewish 
Ukrainians to be a national hero but whose relevance to Judaism is 
decidedly negative. His anti-Polish uprising starting in 1648, which 
lasted almost ten years, resulted in the massacre of some 100,000 
Jews. Russian domination of Eastern Ukraine displaced the Poles 
during the reign of Catherine the Great in the late 18" century. 
‘The Russian Empire now controlled the largest Jewish population 
in Europe, resident in what are now Poland and Ukraine. 
Unfortunately, until the end of the Czarist period this domination 
was associated with repressive and antisemitic rules within what 
came to be known as the Pale of Settlement, the restricted regions, 
outside of Russia proper, where Jews were required to reside. 


Bogdan Chmelnitsky, (Ukraine) €1960, medal, silver. 
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Conquest of Ukraine, Grigory Potemkin (Russia), 1783, medal, bronze. 


A medal of 1788 honoring Catherine’s general (and lover) Grigory 
Potemkin, depicts the Dnieper River coursing southward through 
the heartland of Ukraine and into the Black Sea, and the nearby 
Crimean Peninsula, With the westward expansion into Ukraine 
during Catherine’s reign, Kiev, the original center of historical Rus 
came under Russian control for the first time since the 12" 


century, 


Surrender of the Khazars to Sviatoslav, (Russia) ¢ 1780, medal, bronze, 
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A set of 96 medals was then commissioned to depict the historical 
and mythical origins of the early Russian state. Several of the 
medals in that series refer to the Khazars, a Turkic people that 
dominated present day Eastern Ukraine beginning in the 8" 
century. Hisdai ibn Shaprut, the Jewish physician and diplomatic 
advisor to the Muslim ruler of Spainish Cordoba corresponded 
with Joseph, King of the Khazars in the late 10" century. His 
writings as well as those of Islamic historians indicate that this king 
and others of his court actually converted to Judaism, though it is 
likely that the Khazar population at large remained pagan. Thus, a 
medal c 1790 in Catherine’s hii 
Jewish Khazar king kneeling i 
Kievan monarch, Sviatoslav. 


orical series depicts a presumably 
submission before the conquering, 
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Edicts of Toleration, (Austrian Empire) 1781-1782, silver. 


Western Ukraine became part of the Habsburg Austrian Empire as 
Poland was carved up at the end of the 18" century. Its 
enlightened Emperor, Joseph II, in contrast to the Czarist regime 
in eastern Ukraine, issued Edicts of Toleration for Jews and other 
non-Catholic religions in 1781 and 1782 that were commemorated 
on contemporary medals. The Jews of Austrian territories, 
including present day western Ukraine, though initially prohibited 
from owning land, now played an important role in Austro- 
Ukrainian commerce. 
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Mendel Hauser, (Rosdol) 1849, Paper token. 


‘Meir R Von Mises, (Lemberg) 1891, medal, silver 


Mendel Hauser, for example, was a nobleman’s estate agent in 
Rozdil, a village near present day Lviv, (then Lemberg); as such in 
1849 issued his own local currency on which his name was 
imprinted and personally signed in Yiddish. Not far from Rozdil is 
Stryj where a prosperous association of Jewish merchants had their 
names individual engraved on plaques that were collectively used 
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to decorate a ceremonial banner. Moses von Mises, grandfather of 
the famous economist Ludwig von Mises, was a merchant, a 
banker, and the head of the Jewish Community in Lviv during the 


late 19” century. 


Jewish Right for Property Ownership (Austrian Empire) 1860, Tin. 


In 1860 the Austrian Emperor, Franz Josef, extended the 
privileges of Jews living in Galicia and Bukovina among other 
Imperial territories, allowing them for the first time to own land. 
‘The medal issued to announce these rights is explicitly favorable to 
Jews both textually and graphically 


ued items. 


More ephemeral than medals are various community. 
Lead kashrut seals, for example, which are called “plumbas,” are 
uncoyered nowadays in great numbers by metal detectorists. A 
typical example attests the kashrut of Passover flour and was 

ed in the name of the ,7,2'X, |'T "2. AX (head of the Bet Din) 
of Stanislavov, a town south of Lviv. 


iss 
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Stanislawow, ¢ 1920, Kashrut seal, lead. 


As in earlier periods, tokens were issued by Jewish communities 
of charitable purposes. A typical example is a bronze 
token ftom the shtetl of Poryck which reads 7¥1N9 (Poritzk) on 
one side and 9'9, O17 NUNS (a coin for the poor) on the other. 


for a variet 


Poryek, 19" century 


arity token, bronze. 
Many communities or merchants issued tokens are made of lesser 


material, lead and tin, or paper; some will be discussed later in this 


essay. 
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Other paper ephemera reflecting Jewish communal practice, 
receipts for charity and for shechita, for example, abound. One, 
from the Chesed Ve’emeth Society (Hevrah Kadisha) of Lwow, is 
for payments to cover the cost of a funeral carriage, another 
represents a donation also from Lvow to the Palestinian charity, 
Keren Hayesod. 


LT 


|_Towarzystwo Chesed Weemeth, 


deste Sr 


inte ie 
See Tots 


dia — 


PLT. Peni er abaya mag at 
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Left: Lwow, ¢ 1910-14, Receipt for funeral carriage. Right: Lwow, 1932, Receipt for 
Keren Hayesod contribution, 


‘The eastern portion of present-day Ukraine is by far the larger, and 
its history naturally reflects successive Russian influences, czarist, 
civil war and soviet, the Nazi invasion and Holocaust, before the 
ultimate formation of an independent Ukrainian state. It was in 
this part of Ukraine that the 18" century founder of Hasidism, 
Israel ben Bliezer, the Baal Shem Tov, settled, in Medzhybozh in 
Podolia, where he served as the rabbi. A modern series of souvenir 
medals issued recently depicts him, his synagogue, and his 
gravesite, Just as in the western Ukraine, many small towns in the 
eastern part also issued kosher seals (eg, Kremenchug) and small 
tokens for charitable distribution. 
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Medizhybozh, © 1995, Souvenir medals, Baal Shem ‘Tov, his portrait, synagogue, graves 
enameled aluminum. 

Jewish amulets were issued throughout the Ukraine in the 19% 

century, Among the most common is a childbirth talisman that 

explicitly offers protection against diphtheria while also invoking 

the traditional wish that the newborn may grow up to Torah, the 

Wedding Chupah, and to do Good Deeds. 


‘Moses Amulet, (Odessa) ¢ 1900, silver. 


Also prevalent throughout Ukraine were amulets of silver or 
painted porcelain featuring Moses on one side and the Shema 
prayer on the other, several of which were collected in Jewish 
shtetls during the Ansky expedition. S. Ansky, famous for his play, 
The Dybbuk, also led an important ethnographic survey of pre- 
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revolutionary Jewish communities in Volynia and Podolia in the 
years 1912-1915. 


to R: Abraham Goldberg, (USA) 1977, bronze; Yankey Botoshansky, (Vilna) 1926, 
copper; Mendele Macher Sforim, (Palestine) 1917, bronze; Chaim Nachman Bialik, 
(Palestine) ¢ 1925, silvered bronze 

A medal, issued in 1979 in the Netherlands by the Jewish 
Historical Museum, honors Ansky. Sholom Aleichem, Yankev 
Botoshansky, Chaim Nachman Bialik, Mendele Mocher Sforim 
and Abraham Goldberg are among many other writers who had 
their origins in Eastern Ukraine but who have been the subjects of 
portrait medals, many made elsewhere. 


Mendel Beiliss, (Kiev) 1913, brass. 
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Among other medals of Jewish personalities is the souvenit made 
in Kiev contemporaneously with the famous blood libel trial of 
Mendel Beiliss in 1913. A rather obscure official in Melitopol, 
Moisei Epshteyn, on the other hand, received a personalized silver 
and enamel jeton by the local Mutual Credit Society in 1900. 
Another enameled souvenir is that of the Society for the 
Improvement of the Jews in Odessa which celebrated its 25% 
anniversary in 1888 with an enameled silver badge. 


Odessa Jewish SelfHelp Association, 1883, enameled silver. 


Following the assassination of Czar Alexander II in 1881 and the 
subsequent pogroms throughout the Russian Pale of Settlement, 


emigration. A great 


the next four decades saw massive Jewi 
many Landsmanschaften, Jewish social service groups, were 
founded throughout the United States to aid migrants who hailed 
from particular towns in Ukraine. ‘These local organizations, which 
arranged interest-free loans, health insurance, burial arrangements, 
etc,, often issued lapel pins that proclaimed membership along 
with other badges to honor the officers of these societies. Both 
recent immigrant groups like these and members of earlier, more 
established Jewish communities, in Europe as well as in America, 
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mobilized during the First World War and formed organizations to 
render assistance to displaced, impoverished and endangered co- 
religionists in the war-torn countries of central and eastern 
Europe. Ephemeral paper advertisements and receipts, and 
celluloid and metallic pins, survive that testify to such activities. 
Also, during both the war itself (1914-1918) and the ensuing civil 
war between revolutionary Bolshevik and White Russian forces 
(1918-1921) local Jewish authorities, communities, commercial 
organizations, local restaurants, in such Ukrainian shtetls and cities 
as Kharkov, Kremenchug, Shepetivka, Nikopolsk, Zinkivsk and 
Zivenig, issued emergency paper currency. 


Local Emergency Currency (Ukraine) 1919-1920, 


Left: Jewish Folks Relief (USA), c1916 celluloid pin, Right: Yiddish Theater, (Rowno) 
1936, Honarifie badge, silver. 
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‘The subsequent pre-World War II Soviet period saw a general 
suppression of religious authority and of institutional Judaism in 
Ukraine, yet considerable toleration and even encouragement of 
Jewish cultural and economic activities was an improvement over 
Czatist times. Paralleling these efforts were issues of ephemera 
such as lottery tickets for the benefit of OZET (O6mecrso 
Semaeycrpoficrsa Expeficxnx Tpyasmursea — The Society for 
Settling Toiling Jews on the Land). Once again migrants to the 
United States supported such Soviet initiatives as ICOR (NPR 
FANON [1X VINNTANAIN VINATININT YT! Organization for 
Jewish Resettlement in Russia) which promoted Jewish collective 
farms in Ukraine. A more private issue is a wearable engraved 
badge issued in 1936 by a Yiddish theatrical company in Royno to 
honor its artistic director. 


Babi Yar (Ukraine) 1981, medal, bronze. 


‘The Holocaust has been much memorialized on badges, pins, and 
medals in post-war Ukraine, especially since independence in 1991. 
‘The most famous specific site cited on medals and badges that is 
associated with Nazi mass murder is Babi Yat in Kiev, but other 
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locations in Ukraine, for example, Transcarpathia and Odessa, 
have also been subjects for medallic memorialization. Particularly 
noteworthy is a medallic tribute to the Holocaust victims of 
Volynia, executed by Karen Worth but designed in 1974 by Nat 
Sobel, a former editor of The Shekel. 


Mikhail Zivanetski (Ukraine), 1989, medal, aluminum, 


AAs Chaya Sara Oppenheim pointed out in her article concerning 
the Currency of Ukraine in the January-February 2022 issue of The 
Shekel, prominent Jewish individuals have been honored on both 
coins and medals of newly independent Ukraine. To those she 
published may be added recent medals of the actor comedian 
Mikhail Zhvanetsky and, most recently one conceived and 
promoted by Mel Wacks, the former long-term editor of The 
Shekel, of the current Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelensky. 
Similarly, a number of synagogues in Odessa, Kherson and 
elsewhere have recently been commemorated. Jewish life in 
Ukraine more generally has been revived both culturally and 
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religiously and often marked by the issue of badges and medalets 
., Kirovograd, Dnepropetrovsk. 


from such towns as Ky 
‘The current tragic invasion of the current independent state of 
Ukraine by the armed forces of the Russian Federation will no 
doubt be the subject of both ephemeral and more lasting 
memorialization. If so, it will be just one more iteration in a long 
series reflecting the changing political, social, religious and 
economic fortunes of Ukrainian Jewry. m 


Menorah Jewish Community Center (Dnepropetrovsk) 2011, medal, 


International Festival of Ukrainian & Jewish Cultuse (Kisovograd) 
1991, enameled Aluminum, 
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WHARTON DREXEL MEDAL OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 


Image courtesy of Stack’s Bowers Galleries, 


Several famous American universities have Jewish symbolism and 
textual references in their insignias. Yale famously has the words 
D2] DNR, colloquially understood to mean “light and truth” 
written across a book meant to be the Hebrew Bible. Columbia 
University has the Tetragrammaton on its official stamp, the seal 
of Dartmouth invokes another divine Hebrew name, and 
University of Pennsylvania is no exception to this phenomenon. 
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On this particular 1902 Lucy Wharton Drexel medal, presented by 
‘The Museum of Science and Art of the University of Pennsylvania 
for Services to Archaeology, several Jewish aspects are easily 
spotted. 


On the obverse, a menorah is flanked by winged griffin and bull 
with a winged sun disc with cobras below. The Hebrew inscription 
reads “There was light!” which is the third verse in the Bible. A 
lotus border is detailed on the edges of medal. On the reverse is a 
multi-floral wreath around six-line inscription identifying the issuer 
and purpose. 


AAs detailed by the Stack’s Bowers Gallerie 
medal engraved in a reverse cartouche to FW. Putnam, and dated, 
also by an engraving in a separate cartouche, MCMIL. ‘The medal is 
a satiny yellow gold with soft uniform luster and just a few small 
handling marks. Two minor edge bumps are discerned upon close 
inspection. 


is an impressive 


‘Though an image of this medal wasn’t previously available online, 
Putnam was the second recipient of the Lucy Wharton Drexel 
Medal, for “work in American Archaeology.” The award was first 
established in 1898, and the first four medals given in 1903. 


‘This one is dated 1902, probably due to the medal being prepared 
in advance. Professor Putnam’s letter of advisement of the award 
and invitation to the ceremony is dated February 17, 1903. As the 
medals were prepared in Paris by René Stern, it is almost 
that the work was done in late 1902. This medal is in mint state 
and very rare, 
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HOBBY NEWS AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 


Since Chester Krause began Numismatic News in 1952, it has been the top choice 
for hobby news and information for coin and paper money collectors from around 
the world. Since its founding, Krause and his publishing partners also launched 
World Coin News, Bank Note Reporter and Coins Magazine, each serving a 
different segment of the numismatic hobby. We are proud to still bring you these 


cornerstone publications so many decades later. 


Numismatic News, produced 32 times per year, i filled with auction reports, 
current events, upcoming auctions and hobby happenings, U.S. coin pricing, reader 
letters, history lessons and important information on fakes and forgeries. 


World Coin News is dedicated to bringing you the latest news about coins 
produced from around the globe. From extensive auction coverage and new issue 
reports, to history lessons from A to Z and coin news from around the world, its 
all here. 12 monthly issues are packed from cover to cover. 


Bank Note Reporter is published 12 times per year. With news from the 
ULS.and around the world, its collector's preferred bank note publication, In 
addition to auction coverage, new discoveries, oddities and monthly collector 
showcases, a monthly U.S. price guide is included in each issue. 


Coins Magazine is collectors’ go-to source for updated monthly pricing in an 
easy-to-use format. The monthly pricing is accompanied by articles from regular 
contributors, including Mike Thorne, Ph.D., R.W. Julian and Mark Benvenuto. A 
reader favorite each month is the “Coin Finds" column, with reader stories of their 
best coin finds. 


Order your subscription(s) today at 
www.numismaticnews.net/magazines. 
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PALESTINE £100 NOTE SELLS 
FOR MORE THAN $200,000. 


A Palestine Currency Board £100 banknote issued in 1927 
certified Choice Fine-15 by Paper Money Guaranty® (PMG®) 
realized an incredible £168,000 (about $210,500) to lead the way at 
a Spink auction held on April 28, 2022. The banknote features the 
White Tower of Ramleh at left and the value in pale brown 
guilloche center. The reverse features the Tower of David. 


‘The Tower of Ramileh is featured on the front and the Tower of David is 
centered on the reverse. 


